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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



1. Claims 1-3,5-24,26,27 and 29-49 are allowed. 

2. The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance : 

Upon close review of the claims, the prior art of record 
and applicants remarks in the Amendment After Final Rejection on 
page 16 line 3 through page 19 line 21, mailed June 26, 2001, it 
the prior art of record do not disclose an adaptor for 
hands-free operation of a portable phone, comprising: an 
interchangeable pocket member having a receiving section and a 
mounting section, said receiving section adapted to receive a 
portable phone, said pocket member also having a latching 
mechanism to retain said portable phone in said receiving 
section, a first connector interfacing with the electronics of 
the portable phone, and a second connector interfacing with the 
electronics of an interface module; an interface module having a 
receiving section configured to mate with said mounting section 
of said pocket member, a latching mechanism to retain said 
pocket member in said receiving section and a connector 
interfacing with said second connector of said pocket member, 
wherein said interchangeable pocket member is received and 
removed from said receiving section of said interface module by 
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movement of said pocket member in a substantially single 
dimension, and continued movement of said pocket member toward 
said interface module in said substantially single dimension 
mechanically and electronically interconnects said pocket member 
and said interface module. 

Regarding claim 5, the prior art of record do not disclose 
an adaptor for hands-free operation of a portable phone, 
comprising: a pocket member having a receiving section and a 
mounting section, said receiving section disposed on the front 
of said pocket member and adapted to receive a portable phone, a 
first latching mechanism disposed within said pocket member to 
secure the portable phone within said receiving section, said 
mounting section disposed on the back of said pocket member and 
having a plurality of apertures for engagement with second 
latching mechanism in an interface module, a first connector 
interfacing v/ith the electronics of the interface module, and a 
second connector interfacing with the electronics of the 
portable phone; an interface module having a receiving section 
disposed on the front of said interface module and configured to 
mate with said mounting section of said pocket member, a second 
latching mechanism independent of said first latching mechanism 
to retain said pocket member in said receiving section and 
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movable between a first position in which the pocket member is 
engaged by said latching mechanism, and a second position in 
which said pocket member is not engaged by said latching 
mechanism and comprising a plurality of latch members disposed 
for alignment with said apertures of said mounting section of 
said pocket member when said pocket member is mated with said 
interface module, and a connector interfacing with said first 
connector of said pocket member; wherein when said mounting 
section of said pocket member is seated within said receiving 
section of said interface module said latch members extend 
through said apertures and move from said first position to said 
second position to secure said interface module to said pocket 
member • 

Regarding claim 19, the prior art of record do not disclose 
an adaptor for hands-free operation of a portable electronic 
device with electronics for voice and/or data coininunications 
within a vehicle, comprising: a pocket member having a receiving 
section and a mounting section, said receiving section adapted 
to receive said portable electronic device, said pocket member 
also having a latching mechanism to retain said portable 
electronic device in said receiving section, and a first 
connector interfacing with the electronics of the portable 
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electronic device, and a second connector moveable in two 
dimensions and interfacing with the electronics of the interface 
module; and an interface module mounted to said vehicle, said 
interface module having a receiving section configured to mate 
with said mounting section of said pocket member, a latching 
mechanism to retain said pocket member in said receiving 
section, and a connector electronically interfacing with said 
second connector of said pocket member and with systems resident 
within the vehicle; wherein when a portable electronic device is 
secured to said pocket "member said first connector is moveable 
to facilitate interconnection with the personal electronic 
device and to facilitate interconnection with said second 
connector when said pocket member is secured to said interface 
module. 

Regarding claim 34, the prior art of record do not disclose 
an adaptor for hands-free operation of a portable phone, 
comprising: a pocket member having a height that defines a first 
axis, a width that defines a second axis and a depth that 
defines a third axis with each of said three axes being 
perpendicular to the other two axes, said pocket member 
including a receiving section and a mounting section, said 
receiving section adapted to receive a portable phone, said 
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pocket member also having a latching mechanism to retain the 
portable phone in said receiving section, a first connector 
interfacing v/ith the electronics of the interface module and a 
second connector interfacing with the electronics of the 
portable phone; an interface module, separate from said pocket 
member and having a receiving section configured to mate with 
said mounting section of said pocket member upon movement of 
said pocket member in a direction substantially parallel to said 
third axis, a latching mechanism, independent of said latching 
mechanism of said pocket member, to retain said pocket member in 
said receiving section and a connector interfacing with said 
first connector of said pocket member, wherein the portable 
phone is seated within said receiving section of said pocket 
member by movement of the portable phone in at least in a 
direction substantially parallel to said first axis and said 
pocket member is received and removed from said receiving 
section of said interface module by movement of said pocket 
member in a direction substantially parallel to said third axis. 

Regarding claim 36, the prior art of record do not disclose 
a system of interchangeable adaptors for hands-free operation of 
a portable phone, comprising: a plurality of pocket members each 
having a receiving section and a mounting section, said 
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receiving section adapted to receive a portable phone of a 
particular configuration, said pocket member also having a 
latching mechanism to retain the portable phone in said 
receiving section, a first connector interfacing with the 
electronics of the portable phone, and a second connector 
interfacing with the electronics of an interface module; an 
interface module having a receiving section configured to mate 
with said mounting section of said pocket member, a latching 
mechanism to retain said pocket member in said receiving section 
and a connector interfacing with said second connector of said 
pocket member; wherein said pocket members are removable from 
said interface module such that portable phones having different 
configurations interface with a single interface module. 

Regarding claim 40, the prior art of record do not disclose 
a system of interchangeable adaptors for use with a variety of 
personal electronic devices, said system comprising: a plurality 
of pocket members, each having a receiving section and a 
mounting section, said receiving section adapted to receive 
personal electronic devices of a particular configuration; said 
pocket members also having a latching mechanism to retain said 
particular personal electronic device in said receiving section, 
and a connector interfacing with the electronics of said 
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particular personal electronic device; an interface module 
having a receiving section configured to mate with said mounting 
section of said pocket member, a latching mechanism to retain 
said pocket member in said receiving section and an electronic 
connector interfacing with the connector of said pocket member; 
wherein said pocket members are removable from said interface 
module such that personal electronic devices having different 
configurations interface with a single interface module. 

Regarding claim 44, the prior art of record do not disclose 
an adaptor for hands-free operation of a portable phone, 
comprising: a pocket member having a receiving section and a 
mounting section, said mounting section disposed on the back of 
said pocket member, said receiving section disposed on the front 
of said pocket member and adapted to receive a portable phone, a 
first latching mechanism disposed within said pocket member to 
secure the portable phone within said receiving section, a first 
connector interfacing with the electronics of the portable phone 
and a second connector interfacing with the electronics of an 
interface module; an interface module having a receiving section 
disposed on the front of said interface module and configured to 
mate with said mounting section of said pocket member, and a 
connector interfacing with said second connector of said pocket 
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member; a second latching mechanism independent of said first 
latching mechanism and movable between a first position in which 
said pocket member and said interface module are disconnected 
and a second position in which said pocket member and said 
interface module are engaged by said latching mechanism, said 
second latching mechanism comprising a plurality of latch 
members; wherein when said mounting section of said pocket 
member is seated within said receiving section of said interface 
module said latch members move from said first position to said 
second position to secure said interface module to said pocket 
member , 

Regarding claim 49, the prior art of record do not disclose 
an adaptor for hands-free operation of a portable phone, 
comprising: a pocket member having a receiving section and a 
mounting section, said receiving section adapted to receive a 
portable phone, said pocket member also having a latching 
mechanism to retain said portable phone in said receiving 
section, a first connector interfacing with the electronics of 
the portable phone and a second connector interfacing with the 
electronics of an interface module; an interface module having a 
receiving section configured to mate with said mounting section 
of said pocket member, a latching mechanism to retain said 
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pocket member in said receiving section and a connector 
interfacing with said second connector of said pocket member, 
wherein said pocket member is removable from said receiving 
section of said interface module allowing a second pocket member 
containing a second portable phone to mate with said interface 
module by movement of said pocket member in a substantially 
single dimension. 

Therefore it appears that the allowance of claims 1-3,5- 
24,26,27 and 29-49 are appropriate. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue 
Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance," 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Keith T, 
Ferguson whose telephone number is (703) 305-4888. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, William Trost can be 
reached on (703) 308-5318. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
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are (703) 872-9314 for regular communications and (703) 872-9314 
for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 




WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



